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A M E R I C A N  C O N S U L A R  S E R V I C E  

Sunday Nov. 27, 1938 

Dear Dad: 

 I just have time for a short note to tell you that the box 

arrived safely a week ago Friday, and everything was in fine 

shape. The hat was a dandy, fitted perfectly, and won 

spontaneous complements from all sides. I almost forgot to take 

the razor blades out before I threw the box away, but they were 

discovered in good time. I am sending along the bond interest 

check to help defray the expense. Thank you very much for your 

trouble, and give George Pfeffer my best regards when 
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you see him next and say I am completely satisfied with the hat. 

 The last couple of weeks have been the most hectic I have 

ever known, and I, as well as most of the rest of the boys, are 

pretty well frazzled out. We have no idea how many thousands of 

people have called at the Consulate. Everyday the halls outside 

are jammed, and they make them line up and have three clerks 

answering questions and spending about two minutes on each 

person. If their papers are in order, we type their names on a form 

statement, L’Heureux signs it, and we shoot them out. We 

worked all day Saturday, all day Sunday, and Monday, 

Wednesday and Friday nights. In addition, I worked all day 

Thursday (Thanksgiving). I don’t know whether we are going 
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to continue night work or not, but it’s getting to be pretty tiring. 

To make things worse, I’ve got another cold in my chest which 

isn’t helping matters at all. Today is the first rest I’ve had for two 

solid nerve racking weeks. Needless to say, I haven’t been writing 

many letters – in fact, not any. I’m going to send out a few cards 

of explanation, and in the meantime I owe practically everybody a 

letter. 

 I had a nice Thanksgiving – after work. I went to Hugh 

Teller’s for dinner. After a couple of cocktails, we had an excellent 

meal. Besides Hugh & his wife, who is extraordinarily attractive, 

there was Dr. Fishburn & his wife, one of our medical advisors, 

and Cliff Treble. After dinner we started to drink Scotch & soda, 

and the six of us drank a bottle and a half. About 2 o’clock we 

went to a night 
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club and sang and drank Sekt (German Champagne) until 4 AM. 

If we had had the sense to stop with the Scotch, everything would 

have been fine, but as it was everybody felt pretty bad the next 

morning. And having to work until 10 P.M. didn’t help either. But 

it was a marvelous party at the time. Hugh took some darn good 

pictures, which I will send you if I can get copies. 

 I am also enclosing a withdrawal slip for Janie to do my 

Christmas shopping with. There’s no use trying to get things over 

here to ship back, the duty takes most of the joy out of the gift. 

Plus that, what you can get there is, generally speaking, both 

better and cheaper. At our rate of transfer, prices are tremendous 

here; besides, I never have any time to shop. Hope your cold is 

better. Love and best regards to all, 

William 
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